
Recently, at the direction of the President of the United States, disbursal of over 6.8 
billion dollars ($6,800,000,000) allocated for K-12 education was paused on fairly short 
notice. This has a number of effects: 

/1/ in hundreds of school districts summer school session funding was thrown into 
disarray.

/2/ similarly, a great many households were obliged to find some way of managing 
children who had been expected to be attending school and doing homework

/3/ paying or hiring of teachers, aides and staff for the summer was disrupted

/4/ hiring of teachers, aides and staff for the next school year starting August or 
September was disrupted

/5/ any beliefs about predictability of Federal payments were reduced. The percentage 
of a school district's revenues that are from Federal funds (as opposed to state and 
local funds) varies considerably so loss of Federal funding can range from annoying to
life-threatening. Statewide, in California, Federal funding makes up about 11.31% of 
school district revenues, with the State of California contributing about 58.78% and 
local and county funding contributing about 29.91%. 

/6/ In particular, school districts must consider the possibilities or less or little Federal 
funding for the next school year as well as next summer as well as clawbacks.

/7/ Note that litigation was launched by in the US District Court of Rhode Island on 
January 28, 2025 by 23 states as Case 1:25-cv-00039-JJM-PAS asserting that delay of 
Congressional approved funding was not within the scope of executive branch powers
and would cause irreparable harm. The case may also be found as State of New York 
et al v. Trump et al – the defendants filed a notice of appeal April 28. Case 1:25-cv-00347
was filed July 21 and is otherwise known as Anchorage School District et al v. U.S. 
Department of Education et al. The list of plaintiffs is lengthy.

/8/ It was announced about one week ago that close to one billion dollars of Federal 
funding was going to be released but that there were new guidelines to be imposed.
Likewise, on June 25th, after a review by the Federal Office of Management and 
Budget, the remaining funds are scheduled to be released during the first week in 
August. 



On the accompany spreadsheet the worksheet titled  US_States

[note that the navigation bar for worksheets – blue underline and blue arrow in the 
lower left of the image above – is usually found at the lower left of a spreadsheet if 
opened using Microsoft Excel of Open Office Calc. If US_States (in red box above) is in
bold it is the worksheet that is visible. If not in bold (in this image the California and 
Schools worksheets are not in bold), use your mouse to click US_States . It should turn 
bold and the contents should display. If US_States is not visible you will want to click 
the navigation arrows (black; under the blue arrow) until US_States appears and then 
click it as above]. Both because the state of California has the greatest population and 
for ease of reading the California figures are at the top of the worksheet:



Column A has names of states.
Column B has a coherent set of associated populations. These are US Census estimates
so one might wish to find other estimates if your state (in this example, California) 
population is higher than the spreadsheet value. In theory, a significantly higher 
population gets California more money.
Column C is the percentage comparing the population of each state to the estimated 
total US population of 342,698,685 as shown in the first image. Like the state 
populations, the estimated national population changes every minute or so – close 
enough is close enough. However, the national population should equal the sum of the
populations of the states and the percentages should sum to 100%
Column D is the estimated number of enrolled K-12 students for each state. These 
numbers are also volatile and sometimes actually decrease. Of more interest is how 
the percentage for each state based on a estimated national total of 49,423,567 enrolled 
students compared to the percentage of general population. For example, the state of 
Texas has been accused of inflating its number of K-12 students (see row 3 above -
about 1.9% higher) in order to obtain more money. 

Now click the California worksheet in the navigation bar so California is bold
Cell B1 and its label in cell A1 are repeated from the previous worksheet, as are cells 
B3, B4 and B5 and their labels in cells A3, A4 and A5. Cell B6 is the disputed amount of
Federal funds allocated in Fiscal year 2023 – it includes special COVID funds not all of 
which was allocated or claimed. California obtained 12.92% (cell E6) of this which was 
a slightly higher percentage than usual.   



According to the National Center of Education Statistics (NCES) the Federal education
funding for California for Fiscal year 2024 was sixteen billion dollars (cell B7). As 
noted in cell C7 this was about 11.31% of school district revenues state-wide as 
mentioned previously. Cell B10 is the total of cells B7, B8 and B9 and should be the 
total government support for public school and registered charter school K-12 
education in California.

It is not clear (to me, at any rate) how the expenses in cell B11 are determined. Cell B12
is the difference between total revenues (B10) and expenses (B11) suggesting that 
somehow California K-12 schools had an $18 billion surplus in 2024. Those disputing 
cell B11 have noted that school districts must by law maintain reserves to pay teachers 
and staff through the end of regular school in June so it matters when expenses are 
assessed. 

Rows 14 through 19 have their totals in row 21 and describe the six major revenues
making up the six billion dollars. The short legal title in in column A cells 14 to 19  
with a somewhat descriptive text in column D in corresponding cells 14 to 19. The 
cells B14 to B19 represent the total national amounts for these revenues as allocated by
Congress. Note that the six billion dollars is considerably smaller than the sixteen 
billion dollars in cell B7 – the latter is essentially for nine months (September to May,
while cell B21 is the total for 3 months – June, July and August.  Cells C14 through C19
are the portions of each of the six revenues California ought to receive based on its 
relative number of students. Cell C21 is the total share of the 6.8  billion dollars that 
California should obtain based on the number of K-12 students.   

Now click the Counties worksheet



Here Cell B1 is copied from cell B21 of the California worksheet previously discussed.

Cell B3 is copied from cell C21 of the California worksheet.
 
Cells E5 through J5 are copied from the California worksheet cells C14 through C19  
and represent California's state-wide amounts for those six revenues.

Cells A6 to A26 and cells A27 to A63 (not shown) are California county names in 
alphabetic order. Amador County and Calaveras County have been highlighted in 
yellow. Los Angeles County (and later on the worksheet the other large counties of 
Orange, Riverside and San Diego) was highlighted in cyan just to illustrate how large 
the revenue amounts can get. 

Cells B6 to B63 contain county populations.

Cells C6 through C63 contain percentages of the corresponding county's population 
relative ti the state population. Note that the percentage for Alpine County has three 
decimal places while all other counties have only two decimal places. This is because
otherwise the Alpine County percentage displays as 0.00%. The Amador County and 
Calaveras County percentages are about one tenth of one percent (or one thousandth) 
of California's population. 

Cells D6 through D63 are the totals of the corresponding six revenues found in the 
cells E, F, G, H, I and J for each county. For example, Amador County's total is in cell 



D8 and the six component amounts are in columns E8, F8, G8, H8, I8 and J8.
Calaveras County's total is in cell D10 and the six component amounts are in columns 
E10, F10, G10, H10, I10 and J10.

The last click would be for the Schools worksheet which breaks the amounts down 
from counties to school districts and individual schools.

Row 3 (highlighted in gray) has the county totals with amounts from the previous 
worksheet's row 8.
Row 4 is the sub-totals for the Amador Unified school district.
Rows 5 through 18 are for the individual schools in the Amador Unified district.
Column D gives the percentages for each school based on pupils in the county in cell 
C3.

It is true that some of the amounts are very small. It may well be the case that not 
pursuing them (if applicable) might make it considerably more difficult to obtain such 
revenues in the future.  



Row 22 (highlighted in gray) has the county totals with amounts from the previous 
worksheet's row 10.
Row 23 is the sub-totals for the Bret Harte Union High school district.
Rows 24 and 25 are for the individual schools in the Bret Harte Union district.
Row 26 is the sub-totals for the Mark Twain Union Elementary school district.
Rows 27 through 29 are for the individual schools in the Mark Twain Union district.
Row 30 is the sub-totals for the Vallecito Union Elementary school district.
Rows 31 through 33 are for the individual schools in the Vallecito Union district.
Row 34 is the sub-totals for the Calaveras County Office of Education school district.
Rows 35 through 38 are for the individual schools in the County Office district.
Row 39 is the sub-totals for the Calaveras Unified school district.
Rows 40 through 47 are for the individual schools in the Calaveras Unified district.
Column D gives the percentages for each school based on pupils in the county in cell 
C3.

Commentary

How much of the calculated nearly one million dollars each Amador County and 
Calaveras County schools applied for and are entitled to is difficult to determine. 
Similarly, it is challenging to predict how much of the money will be paid and whether
any clawbacks loom in the future. As noted previously, considerable thought should 
be given to establishing now that there is (or was) a need for most or all of the six 
revenues in order to improve any future bargaining positions. It may well be the case 



that Federal funding, in whole or in part, will shift to states: were that to happen, both 
Amador County and Calaveras County districts and schools would want to maximize 
the amount of any compensatory funding from the state of California. There are 
several multi-state legal actions in flight that might greatly influence education 
funding. It would be reasonable to assume that these cases will eventually be appealed
to the United States Supreme Court. What sorts of stays and temporary orders might 
be issued by lower courts would need a far more prescient analyst. At the same time, 
another presentation discusses in some detail the future economy for both California 
in particular and the United States in general. A prudent conclusion is that the 
prospects for dazzling economic growth are slim, and that even the chances for a 
relatively stable economy are not very good. 

Historically, the very large school districts in the very populous counties like Los 
Angeles, Orange, Riverside and San Diego have focused on their own funding and 
have not spent much effort on smaller counties like Amador and Calaveras. Be that as 
it may, it may not be too late for Amador County and Calaveras County districts and 
schools to pay close attention to current Federal funding sources. For example:

Title I-C funding is directed toward migrant education. It is not always 
straightforward to establish that a particular child is a member of a migrant family,
and how long he or she would be registered as a student at a particular school. I 
would not expect that Title I-C is as important in Calaveras or Amador as it is in San 
Diego, for instance. 

Title II-A funding is supposed to facilitate effective instruction with reduced class 
sizes, aides, teacher training and materials. This should have considerable appeal
and application in both Amador County and Calaveras County. In view of the rather 
dismal history of Gold Star or Distinguished school awards in the two counties there is
a clear need for more effective teachers. Title II-A is by far the largest funding source.
  
Title II WIOA funding is directed toward adult basic literacy. The recent financial and 
administrative disasters at the Highland Community Charter School (HCCS) 
campuses (reported as 9,069 students) as well as the closely related California 
Innovative Career Academy (CICA) campuses (reported as 3,180 students) could 
hardly have come at a worse time and place. Both of these businesses were engaged in 
no cost education to achieve English language proficiency and career training. My 
understanding is the governing board has been fired and is under indictment, and the 
CEO and several other executives have been replaced. Whether the organizations will 



or should continue is being questioned as is what will happen to students and teachers
and staff. The debris from this particular scandal has expanded or exploded into the 
Twin Rivers Unified School District (51 other schools; more than 30,000 other students;
$104 million in annual Federal funds and a total income of over $530 million) as well 
as the Sacramento County Office of Education (responsible for overseeing another 
240,000 students in 17 districts with annual Federal funding of $555 million dollars 
and a total income of over 4.25 billion dollars). The ability of Sacramento County 
school districts to escape state takeover and avoid financial responsibility is legendary,
so it would be reasonable to expect Twin Rivers Unified and Sacramento County will 
survive somehow. One lesson should be that education is a process and needs to 
produce results – in the cases of Highland Community Charter School and California 
Innovative Career Academy that would be students passing the appropriate 
standardized tests and getting a high school diploma (or GED) and students getting 
jobs, respectively. It may well be the case that Title II WIOA funding is not vital to   
Amador County and Calaveras County, but some attention should be paid to the
outcomes in Twin Rivers Unified and Sacramento County. 

Title III-A funding is directed toward English language acquisition. A great deal of the
comments above regarding Title II WIOA apply to Title III-A. The definition of how
proficient a child or adult is in reading, writing, speaking and listening to English is 
somewhat fluid. A complicating factor for Highland Community Charter School and 
California Innovative Career Academy was that a sizable proportion of students were 
listed as former Afghan nationals. Afghanistan has two official languages, Dari and 
Pashto, as well as over 40 regional languages, so describing someone as Afghan does
not always indicate what language or languages he or she might use. To complicate 
matters, the vast majority of Afghans are thought to be adherents of Sunni Islam, with 
estimates of Shia Islam adherents varying between 10% and 15% of the population. 
There have been translations of the Qu'ran from Arabic for over 1,200 years – some of 
the earliest were to the Persian language of the time. It is a source of considerable 
debate in Afghanistan today whether the Qu'ran can have interlineal Persian text or 
must be purely in Arabic. That means an Afghan refugee might have reading 
knowledge (to varying degrees) of Qu'ranic Arabic, contemporary Arabic, Pashto, or 
Dari, among others. Note that  Pashto and Dari both use Perso-Arabic alphabets, 
although with significant differences in characters and pronunciation. I would think it 
would take considerable teaching and linguistic skills to be effective teaching English 
to a mostly Afghan class. For any Title II WIOA funding in Amador County and 
Calaveras County the advice would be if teaching English make sure the students 
learn the language and learn how to pass the tests. 



Title IV-A funding provides for Student Support and Academic Enrichment. This can 
be a very fruitful area as it includes counseling, adaptive physical education, both 
honors and remedial courses, some speech therapy, heating, air conditioning, water 
quality enhancement and even improved transportation. 
 
Title IV-B funding provides for 21st Century Community Learning Centers – these are 
currently the only federal funding source dedicated completely to after-school 
programs. These funds are also nearly unique in that their administration is done by 
state education agencies as opposed to the United Department of Education. That 
means, in theory, that each state gets funds based on its share of Title I funds for low-
income students.  There are actually other pairs of eligibility figures that enlarge the 
confusion. The latest (2024-2025; published May 21, 2025) figures from the California 
Department of Education are

Enrolled Eligible 1 Percent Eligible 2 Percent 

California state 5,806,221 3,156,922 54.37% 3,647,037 62.81%

Amador County 4,059 1,563 38.51% 1,622 39.96%

Calaveras County 5,260 2,601 49.40% 2,831 53.80%

 
Amador County schools: the yellow highlights are significantly above average



Calaveras County schools: the yellow highlights are significantly above average. One 
might be tempted to ignore the high percentages at Calaveras River Academy, 
Oakendell Community and Gold Strike High on grounds the enrolled populations are 
fairly small. Neither San Andreas Elementary nor West Point Elementary have small 
enrolled populations.  

Line 49 is the total for the State of California – all counties.

Any school with more than 39.99% eligibility can apply for Title IV-B 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers funding. With four small exceptions, that is all schools 
in Calaveras County. There are eight eligible schools in Amador County – currently, 
none of the high schools and one only junior high school qualify. 
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